REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF PLEVNA- Monday, August 11th, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.
Plevna Community Center.

Mayor Thielen called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

Mayor/Council Present: In person - Gary Thielen, Promise Miller, Kyle Vennes, Michele Gray, and
Jason Oberlander.

Also present: Ashley Bondell, Clerk/Treasurer

Sam Thielen - Water/Wastewater Operator - Absent
Mark Thielen - Dump Site Operator - Absent

Members of the Public Present: Lois Geving, Joe & Steph Nussbaum, Alba Higgins.

Approve Minutes from Town Council Regular Meeting - July 14, 2025.

Minutes were approved as read.

Approve Minutes from Public Budget Amendment Meeting - July 14, 2025.

Minutes were approved as read.
Approve Minutes from Town Council Closed Meeting - July 30, 20235.

Minutes were approved as read.

Public Comment and Questions:
None

Correspondence:
Jaime Shanks - Jamie sent Clerk Bondell an email stating that she would be starting on an MCEP grant

for the sewer project that had been discussed and Brosz Engineering compiled a PER for. After going
through the qualifications and specifications of the grant, the MCEP grant would be a better fit for the
sew project than the CDBG was.

Old Business:
None

New Business:
Joe Nussbuam - Joe came to the Council to ask about tying into the water line on Mylen Bohles

property. It would be for a shop with a small bathroom. Joe has spoken with Mylen, Mylen told Joe that
he was fine with him tying into the line pending what the Council decides. Mayor Thielen stated that Joe
would have to put a meter there, then Joe’s usage would have to be subtracted from Mylen’s usage, as
Mylen’s is metered right at the pit. Councilwoman Gray asked Joe if he would be getting an easement
from Mylen to go through his property. Joe stated that yes if the Council approved him to tie into
Mylen’s water line he would be getting an easement from Mylen. Mayor Thielen stated that he would
have to pay for garbage services as well. Mayor Thielen informed Joe that they would be responsible for
the line from the main meter on. There would also be a hook up fee which would be half the cost of the
meter, with the town covering the other half of the meter and then the connection fee that Clerk Bondell
could not remember without looking up.

Councilwoman Gray motioned to accept the hookup for Nussbuam’s. Councilwoman Miller
seconded the motion. Discussion: Above. Action:




Aye: 4 Nay: 0 Absent: ( Abstain: 0 Carried: 4:0

Alba Higgins Building Permit - Alba submitted a building permit for a fence, which would be replacing
the already existing fence. Alba inquired about a taller fence vs. the 36 inch code. Since Alba lives on a
dead end street with no obstruction, it wouldn’t be the 36 inch code he would still be within the code if
he went up to a four foot fence. Alba also submitted a building permit for a carport. This would be
located on the backside of his property. This would not be a permanent fixture. It would anchor down.
Alba explained to the Council where the carport would be located and how close it would be to each of
the other buildings around it. As this would not be a permanent fixture, the Council didn’t see any
problem with accepting the building permit. Councilwoman Gray asked Alba if we were to find there is
a variance fee if he would be willing to pay the fee. Alba stated that as long as it wasn’t an outrageous
amount that he would have no problem paying the fee if we were to find that there is one.

Councilman Vennes Motioned to approve Alba Higgins building permit. Councilwoman Miller
seconded the motion. Discussion: Above. Action:

Aye: 4 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstain: 0 Carried: 4:0

Resolution # 200 - Council/Mayor Wage Increase - This resolution would increase the Mayor and
Council wage by $25 a month. This will take effect in January when new members take office.
Councilwoman Gray motioned to Pass Resolution No. 200. Councilwoman Miller seconded the
motion. Discussion: None. Action:

Aye: 4 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstain: 0 Carried: 4:0

Business Licenses - Clerk Bondell found a folder for business licenses. In this file was an example of
the printed out business license and a form to request a business license. Looking through the Plevna
Town code there is a chapter on business licenses. The business license would be good for one calendar
year (January - December). According to the code, the business application form has to be filled out and
then brought to the council. The council then has to approve or deny the business license. Once the
license is approved the Clerk would print off a certificate for the business. The certificate would have to
be posted at said business, but they would also be required to be inspected by the county inspector. As it
is August, Clerk Bondell stated that she found it would be hard to require business to get a license now
and then have it expire in 3 months and have to pay the fee again. But it would be possible to get notices
sent out to all businesses for the coming year and require license fees to be paid in the year 2026 going
forward. However, to be able to send out notices Clerk Bondell is needing clarification on who is
required to obtain a business license.

Councilwoman Miller suggested tableting the topic, to further look into the subject and gain more
clarity on the topic of business licenses.

Jamboree - Councilwoman Miller stated that she felt the Jamboree went fairly well. The Jamboree
committee was not quite sure what to expect. A lot of people in attendance at the Jamboree asked if it
would be done again. Councilwoman Miller believes that it would be something that would grow in
attendance with each year. CouncilmanVennes felt that the Jamboree committee could obtain more
grants to help fund the Jamboree in future years. Councilwoman Miller also stated that there would not
be as many expenses in future years as there are things that were purchased for the Jamboree that would
be able to be used again. Councilwoman Miller stated that she feels the third weekend of July seems to



be fairly open with other summer activities surrounding the community. Councilwoman Miller also feels
that by doing the Jamboree, she now knows what to do and things to do differently for future years to
make things run more smoothly and less stressful.

All of the council members are in agreement to add funds in the budget to host a Jamboree next

year.

Bulk Water Rate - Clerk Bondell obtained a list of the amount that different towns and cities across
Montana charge for bulk water. $10-$15 per 1,000 seems to be the average. The Town of Plevna is
currently at $8 per 1,000. Councilwoman Miller suggested doing a separate charge for commercial vs.
residential of $15 per 1,000 for commercial and $10 per 1,000 for residential. Mayor Thielen suggested
charging the same rate for all but increasing it to $10 from $8. Councilman Oberlander felt that charging
different commercial vs residential would still be a fair charge. Clerk Bondell stated that charging
different prices shouldn’t be hard for her to bill out, as typically it is signed with initials and the
company name. Councilwoman Gray also liked the idea of charging slightly higher to commercial.

Councilwoman Miller made a motion to increase the bulk water rates from $8 per 1,000 to $10 per
1,000 for residential and $15 per 1,000 for commercial. Councilman Oberlander seconded the

motion.
Aye:4 Nay:0 Absent:0 Abstain:0 Carried:4

Alley Scoria - Mayor Thielen is planning to mow and have scoria brought in to some of the alley ways.
Mayor Thielen figured that if we added about $6,000 into the budget that should cover the work for the

alley.
Councilman Oberlander motioned to use up to $6,000 towards upkeep of the alleys. Councilman

Vennes seconded the motion

Aye:4 Nay:0 Absent:0 Abstain:0 Carried:4

Department Reports:

o Water/Wastewater Operator - Water/wastewater operator Sam Thielen was absent, but Mayor
Thielen received a text update from Sam. Sam currently has between 48-52 new meters installed.
Clerk Bondell will be sending out a notice to the remaining customers to contact Sam to schedule

an install time and date.
e Container Site Operator - Nothing to report from the container site.
e Clerks Report - Nothing to report from the Clerk.

Town Financials:
Financial Report(l)
The July 2025 financial report was reviewed and accepted by the Council.

Approve Claims/Voided Checks — July 2025(4)
The Council reviewed the Claim Detail report for July 2025. See attached July 2025 Claims Check

Register in the amount of $4,096.14

Councilman Vennes motioned to approve the claims. Councilwoman Miller seconded the motion.
Discussion: None. Action:

Aye: 4 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstain: 0 Carried: 4:0



Mayor/Council Comments:

Adjournment:
Having no further business, Mayor Thiclen adjourned the meeting at 8:11 P.M.

Next Meeting:
The next regular meeting of the Plevna Town Council will be Thursday, September 4th, 2025

Qlu 25

Signature Date:

AMTM/}M

Mayor, Gary h1c en

July 2025 | Claims Check Register

05/04/28 TOWN OF PLEVNA Page: 1 of 2
13:88:31 Check Register Report ID: AP300
For the Accounting Period: 7/25

Claim Checks

Period Claim
Check # Tvpe Vendor #/Name Check A t Date I d Red d Claim # Amount
-59702 E 19 Mid Rivers Communication 104.18 08/12/25
CL 1976 104.18
-58701 E 18 Montana Dakota Utilities 991.9¢ 08/12/25
CL 1573 §91.9%¢6
3930 s 163 Codv Joe Hodges 3000.00 07/15/25 7/25%
CL 1562 3000.00
Total for Claim Checks 4096.14
Count for Claim Checks 3

* denotes missing check number(s)

$# of Checks: 3 Total: 4096.14



