REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF PLEVNA- Thursday, September 4th, 2025 at 7:30

p.m.

Plevna Town Office.

Mayor Thielen called the meeting to order at 7:27 PM

Mayor/Council Present: In person - Gary Thielen, Kyle Vennes, Michele Gray, and Jason Oberlander.

Per Phone - Promise Miller

Also present: Ashley Bondell, Clerk/Treasurer

Sam Thielen - Water/Wastewater Operator - Absent
Mark Thielen - Dump Site Operator - Absent

Members of the Public Present: Lois Geving, Jaime Shanks (EPEDC).

Approve Minutes from Town Council Regular Meeting - August 11, 2025.

Minutes were approved as read.

Public Comment and Questions:

Jaime Shanks gave some updates on the current grants that the Town of Plevna is working on.
Jaime stated that we have until 2027 to complete the water meter grant. Councilman Oberland
mentioned that we would be needing more meters as Sam’s update is that we are short meters.
We have found several unaccounted for meters that we will not be able to replace without more
meters. The Town would also like to have a couple extra meters in cases where one may break or
a new property is added to town, such as a new home on one of the several empty for sale lots.
As far as the Lagoon project goes, Jaime is having difficulties contacting Brosz Engineering.
Mayor Thielen, Sam, water operator, as well as Clerk Bondell have all also reached out to Brosz
with no return communication. The Lagoon project does have to be completed by December 31,
2025,

Jaime is planning to apply for a MCEP grant for the sewer project that was discussed last year
with the CDBG grant. Currently the MCEP grant is in the draft phase, and is out for public
comment until September 19, then it should open for applications. This one is a 20% match.
Jaime believes that with speaking to Ryland, the project would be around $40,000 so a 20%
match would be $8,000. The Town can apply for a hardship to cover the cost of the match.

Jaime would like to apply for a CIP grant for the Town to cover the cost of a match for when the
next MDT grant opens, which Jaime would like to apply for to replace some of the sidewalks on
Main Street that have previously been discussed.

Jaime and Clerk Bondell had spoken about the Jamboree and how the Town did make the
decision to do it again next summer. Clerk Bondell has stated that if we could find any grants
that would fit for the Jamboree and reduce the cost that the town has to pay, it would be more
likely for the town to be able to continue to do the Jamboree. There is a program called
‘reimagine rural’ that comes around in January. With this program, you have to attend 3 sessions
but then would be eligible for up to $1500 that could go towards the Jamboree. These sessions
are done over Zoom.

Jaime would like the Town Council to consider becoming part of ‘Montana Main Street’. Jaime
is going to reach out to her contact with the state to see if the Town is eligible to become a part of
‘Montana Main Street’, as being a part of ‘Montana Main Street’ opens up a lot more
opportunities for funding.



e Jaime is working with the City of Baker to apply for the Pilot Tourism Grant Program, which is
$2.75 Million towards tourism readiness. During a brainstorming session with the City of Baker,
it was asked if the grant could include the Town of Plevna, Willard or any other surrounding
areas. Jaime stated that it can. So they will be looking into more of a County wide application.

However this grant has a very short window, it opens on November 1st and closes December
31st.

Correspondence:
None

Old Business:
Business Licenses - Tabled

New Business:
Resolution No. 201 - Canceling General Election

Councilman Oberlander motioned to approve Resolution No. 201 canceling the general election.
Councilwoman Miller seconded the motion. Discussion: None. Action:

Aye: 4 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstain: 0 Carried: 4:0

Elect by Acclamation - Gary Thielen filed for Mayor. Kyle Vennes and Jason Castleberry filed for
Councilperson. The number of candidates filing for election is equal to the number of positions,

therefore the Town of Plevna acclaim Gary Thielen as Mayor, Kyle Vennes and Jason Castleberry as
Councilpersons.

Resolution No. 202 - Bulk Water Rates - Discussed previously, bulk water rates will increase from
$8/1,000 to $10/1,000 for residential and $15/1,000 for commercial.

Councilman Vennes Motioned to approve Resolution No. 202. Councilwoman Miller seconded the
motion. Discussion: Above. Action:

Aye: 4 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstain: 0 Carried: 4:0

Department Reports:

® Water/Wastewater Operator - Water/wastewater operator Sam Thielen was absent, but Clerk
Bondell did have an update from Sam. Sam has approximately 31 meters remaining to install.
The remaining meter installs are on pits and residents that Sam has not yet been able to contact
and schedule a time for installation. Anticipating our tank cleaning to happen in September. GSI
mapping is going to be around October. Mayor Thielen is planning to meet with Bobby Wiedmer
next week to talk about fixing some of the curb stops that have issues.

Councilwoman Miller asked about a pit meter that was unknown to Sam and not being read, also
unknown to Clerk Bondell, the account was shut off in the system therefore not being billed but
had usage. Councilwoman Miller also asked about the School sprinklers as those do not even
have an account in the system but would be contributing to our monthly water loss. Mayor
Thielen stated that he spoke with Sam about both of those. Mayor Thielen stated that the
sprinklers should have been added onto the schools account. Clerk Bondell stated that the school
has multiple accounts in the system. Each separate meter has to have its own account as far as
Clerk Bondell can figure out, and the school sprinklers do not even have an account.



® Container Site Operator - Mark has been trying to keep the weeds down at the container site.
Mayor Thielen did go down with the blade to help rid some of the weeds as well. Mayor Thielen
also stated that the town could rent a bobcat with the mower attachment to get the rest of the
weeds taken care of at the dump site as well as the Lagoon, the well house, and the buildings
around the propane tanks.
Councilman Oberlander motioned to rent a bobcat with mower attachment to take care of the
weeds at the dumpsite, lagoon, and wellhouse. Councilman Vennes seconded the motion.

Aye: 4 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstain: 0 Carried: 4:0

® Clerks Report - Clerk Bondell pointed out to the council that if they were to look at the claims
report on the minutes from August’s meeting there are only three claims. In the council packet
paperwork the claim amount is correct, however the report that is ran to get the claims with
amount is only listing three claims. This is because when a claim was paid for the entertainment
for the Jamboree after the claims had been ran, it pushed all the claims after that into the next
month's claim list, even though they were in the same accounting period.

Town Financials:
Financial Report(I)
The August 2025 financial report was reviewed and accepted by the Council.

Approve Claims/Voided Checks — August 2025(A)

The Council reviewed the Claim Detail report for August 2025. See attached August 2025 Claims
Check Register in the amount of $19,365.23

Councilman Vennes motioned to approve the claims. Councilwoman Gray seconded the motion.
Discussion: None. Action:

Aye: 4 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstain: 0 Carried: 4:0
Mayor/Council Comments:

Adjournment:
Having no further business, Mayor Thielen adjourned the meeting at 8:20 P.M.

Next Meeting:
The next regular meeting of the Plevna Town Council will be Tuesday, October 14th, 2025
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TOWN OF PLEVNA Page: 1 of 3
16:05:17 Check Register Report ID: AP300
For the Accounting Period: 8/25
Claim Checks
Period Claim
Check # Tvpe Vendor #/Name Check Amount Date Issued Redeemed Claim # Amount
-55700 E 18 Montana Dakota Utilities 857.74 05/05/25
CL 1991 897.74
-99699 E 19 Mid Rivers Communication 76.12 09/05/28
CL 1954 76.12
3940 * S 26 MMIA Liabilitv Program 1485.00 08/11/25 8/25
CL 1963 1485.00
3941 -4 164 Eileen Dahl 79.98 08/11/25 8/28
CL 1964 79.98
3542 5 17 Hawkins Inc. 472.35 08/11/25 8/28
CL 1965 472.35
3943 s 61 Direct Electric LLC 524.71 o08/11/25 8/25
CL 1966 524.71
3544 ] 108 B&B Septic Services Inc 720.00 08/11/25 as2s8
CL 13967 720.00
3945 s 165 The Funky Cow Leather 700.00 08/11/28 8/28
CL 1968 700.00
3346 s 45 Plevna FFA 1000.00 08s11/25 8/25
CL 1963 1000.00
3547 s 1éé Dan Buerkle $00.00 08/11/25 as2%
CL 1370 500.00
3948 s 167 Rental Shop LLC 103.00 08/11/25 8/2s
CL 1971 103.00
35945 s 168 West River Electronics 1610.00 08711725 8/28
CL 1872 1€10.00
3350 s 80 Fallon Countv Clerk and Recorder 35.50 08/11/2%5 8/28
CL 1974 35.50
3551 s 165 The Ekalaka Eagle 297.00 o08s11/2% 8/2%
CL 197é 257.00
35852 s 146 VISR 119.99 08/11/2% 8/2%
CL 1577 119.99
3953 5 14€ VISR 1358.67 08/11/25 8/2%
CL 1878 1358.67
3554 8 146 VISA 452.13 08/11/2% 8/2%
CL 1573 452.13
3955 s 137 Wiedmer Backhoe Service Plus, LLC 130.00 08/11/2% 8/25%
CL 1%80 130.00
355¢ s 12 Farmer's Union 0il 184.591 08/11/25 8/28
CL 1982 184.91
3957 s 131 Badlands Patriot, LLC 872.75 08/11/25 8/2%
CL 13583 872.7%
3958 s 103 Newell Media LLC 875.00 08/11/25 8/2%
CL 1984 875.00
3859 5 20 Runnings Supply Inc. 128.16 08/11/25 8/28
CL 1986 128.1¢
3960 s 134 Farmer's Union 0il Companv 396.80 08/12/28 8/28
CL 1387 396.80
3870 + S8 9 Enerqv Laboratories, Ine. 126.00 09/04/25
CL 1985 126.00
3’71 Cc s B0 Fallen County Clerk and Recorder 0.00 09/04/25
CL 1988
3572 + s 17 Hawkins Inc. 318.62 09/04/28
CL 1989 318.62
3973 s 161 SEW WHAT 130.00 05/04/25
CL 1990 130.00
3574 s 171 €B LLLP 100.00 05/04/28
CL 1992 100.00
3978 s 145 Samuel Thielen 4050.00 05/04/28
CL 1993 40580.00
357¢ s 131 Badlands Patriot, LLC 13.00 09/04/28
CL 159§ 13.00
3577 s 14€ VISA 117.17 08/04/25
CL 15%6 117.17
3978 s 146 VISA 55.55 09/04/25
CL 1997 £9_.55
397% s 146 VISR 375.10 05/04/25
CL 1%%8 375.10
3580 s 16 Baker Ace Hardware 205.58 09/04/2%
CL 199% 205.98
3981 s 121 Krista Nemitz 850.00 085/04/25
CL 2000 850.00
Total for Claim Checks 18365.23

Count for Claim Checks

35



